Michael Kasha: from photochemistry and flowers to spectroscopy and music.
A brilliant scientist and an outstanding personality who was one of the founders of modern photochemistry-Michael Kasha-is the subject of this Essay. Kasha's rule and the Kasha effect both bear his name, and he also discovered the chemical production of singlet molecular oxygen, and was a pioneer of excited-state proton transfer systems. Kasha combined his passion for chemistry and physics with that for music, photography, and botany.